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Hobart Road, Murrumbeena Vic 3163. Ph: 9568 1300   Fax: 9563 0150 
Email: murrumbeena.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.murrumbeenaps.vic.edu.au 

 

Excellence 
through Endeavour 

 
Principal:  
Mrs Heather Hill 

From the Principal 

Looking Ahead 

Monday 23 February Parent Information 
Evening Levels 1 & 3 

Tuesday 24 February Parent Information 
Evening Levels 2 & 4 

Thursday 5 March Welcome Picnic 

Saturday 21 March  Murrumbeena Primary 
School Fete 

Wednesday 25 March School Photos 

Bushfire Appeal 
The whole school response to the recent tragic 
bushfires last week was overwhelming.  Children from 
across the school gave generously of their own money, 
and demonstrated deep empathy for the affected 
families. We also made connections with the 
Marysville Primary School community, and our 
students have been writing them letters of support and 
encouragement, and further offers of help.  Some of 
these letters and cards have already been distributed.  
On Friday, we also joined in the DEECD’s Casual 
Clothes Day, and the gold coins collected on this day 
were put towards the DEECD schools’ contribution to 
the Red Cross Appeal.  Altogether our students have 
raised over $3,600 for the bushfire victims. 
 
Anniversary of ‘Sorry Day’  
At Monday’s assembly our school captains and vice 
captains spoke about the first anniversary on Friday 13 
February.  They explained about the meaning and 
some of the history leading up to this event.  The 
school has been presented with an aboriginal flag, and 
a copy of the ‘Apology to Indigenous Peoples’ speech 
made in parliament by the Prime Minister last year. 
 
Parent Information Sessions 
A reminder is given to all parents that information 
sessions will be held next week on Monday and 
Tuesday.  Please come along and hear from the 
teachers about year level expectations, curriculum 
content and classroom procedures for this year. 
 
School Council Elections 
The process for School Council elections is now 
completed.  We received four nominations for the four 
Parent category positions. 
I therefore declare that the following nominees, 
Amanda Fitzpatrick, Jo Hickman, Rhonda Brooks, 
Meagan Norbury, have been elected unopposed. 
Two nominations were received for the DEECD 
category. I therefore declare that the following 
nominees, Euanna Evans, Helen Smith, are elected 
unopposed. 

We will need to co-opt one community member when 
the new School Council meets. 
The date of the first meeting of the new School 
Council, which is for co-option purposes followed by 
election of office bearers, is 16 March 2009 at 7.00pm.  
Dates of other School Council meetings will be 
decided once the new School Council is formed. 
 
Safe Parking  
Parents are reminded to park safely and legally around 
the school.  We have had neighbours concerned that 
their driveways have been partially blocked, causing 
great difficulty for them to access their property.  
Please note parking restriction times, and also note that 
the staff car park is restricted to staff only, and is 
neither a public car park nor an entry point for 
pedestrians.  Your cooperation in adhering to our 
safety rules is much appreciated. 
 
International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Program (PYP) 
You will have heard about our interest in the Primary 
Years Program (PYP) and our decision late last year to 
apply for Candidacy status in this program.  We were 
granted Candidacy status, and are now looking more 
deeply at the program. 
 
What is the PYP? 
The PYP is designed for students between the ages of 
3 and 12 years to engage them in a transdisciplinary 
curriculum which is relevant, challenging and 
engaging.  It combines best practice and research in 
teaching and learning from a very large range of 
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TRYATHLON  TEAM  
 

The 11th Weet-Bix Tryathlon will be conducted this 
Sunday.  Hope you have received your entry 
information and you can be part of Murrumbeena 
Primary School Sporting history.  Murrumbeena has 
participated in all previous Tryathlons and had the 
most entries for the past four years and we hope to have 
more than ‘100 +’. 
If you have not entered this year, but thinking “may be 
next time”  ..  .. Why not come along and join us.  Some 
of the younger children or parents who are not familiar 
may like to see the Tryathlon ‘in action’. 

Sunday 22nd February 2009   
Catani Gardens @ St Kilda 

Pack your bag early and check it before you leave.  
D o n ’ t  f o r g e t  y o u r  b i k e  h e l m e t . 
It’s a good idea to attach something very bright and 
distinctive so you can find it in the transition area.  We 
hope you will be able to enjoy the triathlon and share a 
special experience with your friends. 
 
If possible it would be great to get all the Murrumbeena 
people together at the Tryathlon.   
SUGGESTION:    Meet at the Rotunda at around 

7.00am  BYO Picnic rug, camera 
etc. 

 Watch for the Murrumbeena 
School Flag somewhere near-by ! 

PARKING:    Can be very difficult so allow 
plenty of time to find a park and 
walk to transition. 

 
Thanks for being part of the Murrumbeena Primary 
School Sport program and our 11th Triathlon team.  See 
you Sunday 22nd February.  Ring Debby 0419 384 366 
if you want to find where we have set up our ‘MPS 
picnic’.    
Debby Wall 
PSE @ MPS 

national systems throughout the world and provides 
schools and teachers with an extensive support system, 
ongoing professional development and a wealth of 
knowledge from practitioners around the world. 
 
Why are we interested in the PYP? 
As educators we always look for continuous school 
improvement and challenge ourselves to give to the 
children we teach the best possible opportunities in 
education. We are also driven by our Strategic Plan, 
developed with the help of community feedback, in 
which a strong aim is to incorporate a more community 
and internationally minded focus. We also aim to 
improve our delivery of student centred inquiry learning, 
which would develop skills and interests in lifelong 
learning. 
 
What did we do to choose the PYP? 
Last year, after much research and comparative studies of 
curriculum approaches, the Primary Years Program was 
chosen as most suitable to meet the needs of our students.  
The research included all teachers visiting other 
Victorian schools teaching the PYP, a group of staff 
attending the Australasian IB conference in Sydney, the 
Principal and Assistant principal attending a regional 
workshop for Administrators of the PYP, and a group of 
teachers attending a regional workshop for Teachers of 
the PYP.  Professional development for all teachers in 
comparing this program’s approach to other inquiry 
learning models also formed a strong focus in our 
research.  At the start of this year, all teachers 
participated in professional learning introducing parts of 
the PYP, and another two-day conference is planned for 
June. 
 
What about the Victorian Curriculum? 
The PYP does not replace the curriculum set by the 
Victorian Government, but rather integrates all subjects 
traditionally taught under the ‘umbrella’ of this approach. 
Your child will still be taught all the requirements of the 
Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS). 
This year, as the first year in our ‘Candidate’ phase, we 
will be slowly incorporating some of the PYP strategies 
and structures which fit closely to our existing practices.  
We will be sharing these ideas with the community as 
they are introduced. 
Heather Hill 
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SUMMER  INTER-SCHOOL  SPORT 
 

Our Inter-School Sport will commence Thursday 19th February and is conducted 9.00-11.00 Thursdays to avoid excessive 
heat, consistent with our Sun Smart Policy.  
 
Parents and supporters are most welcome to attend Inter-School games.. 
Regular sport practice for the 2009 Inter-School Sport teams has commenced.  The various training times are detailed below.  
Please note children selected in the Inter-School Teams must attend all training sessions. A note should be forwarded to the 
coach, if students are absent from any training sessions.  Training will not be conducted during inclement weather. 
 
BDPSSA  SUMMER  inter-school  sport fixture, venues and further information can be found on the 
MPS and BDPSSA web pages, refer below 
 

 
 

 

SUMMER  INTER-SCHOOL  SPORT  TRAINING  SCHEDULE 
 

 
 
Children are required to be at school before 8.45, dressed appropriately for Inter-School sport. 
 
Where appropriate, please ensure your child is provided with a mouthguard, shin guards etc...   
In some Sport activities like Rugby League  ..  NO  MOUTHGUARD  =  NO  PLAY ! 
 
Please note  we  will  NOT  accept  permission  forms  or  payments  on  the  day  of  our  sport  as  
this  places  excessive  demands  on  our  Sport  and  Office  staff 
 
Children in HOME  SPORT do not pay the Sport levy.  Home Sport excursion forms and payments 
will be notified via specific permission forms when details are finialised. 
 
Debby Wall   
PSE 

 

MPS SPORT: - http://www.murrumbeenaps.vic.edu.au/home/mpssport  
BDPSSA  SPORT: - http://www.sportingpulse.com/assoc_page.cgi?c=1-4215-0-0-0&sID=49014  

 

SPORT TEACHER / 
COACH 

SCHOOL  TRAINING  
DAY / TIME  

THURSDAY  SPORT  HOME  
VENUE 

BASKETBALL 
  

Miss Wall Thursdays  8.10am @  MPS 

CRICKET 
  

Mr Pollock Thursdays  8.10am Duncan McKinnon 

ROUNDERS 
  

Miss Gropel Tuesdays  8.15am @  MPS 

SOFTBALL 
  

Mrs Zebrowski Tuesdays  8.15am Duncan McKinnon 

VOLLEYBALL 
VOLLEY-STARS 

Miss Large Tuesdays  8.15am @  MPS 

HOME  SPORT Ms Smith 
Miss Sison 

Not  Required MPS grounds  & 
excursions as announced 
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Education Maintenance Allowance  
The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs 
associated with the education of their children.   
 
To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 
be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 

Concessions Act 2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 
 
Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or 
valid Pension Card. 
 
The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day 
for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 July 2009).  
 
The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 
7 August 2009 for the second instalment. 
 
The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and 
is paid in two instalments.  This amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.   
 
Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis. 
 
New EMA payment option for 2009 
Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a 
new payment option for the payment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.  
 
Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% ‘parent portion’ of the 
EMA payment directly into the parent’s nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment.  
 
The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your 
EMA payment to be made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is 
the current arrangement). The banking details required will include the BSB code and the account 
number. 
 
Payment Amounts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not 
be required to complete a new application for the second instalment.  Parents who transfer children to 
another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 August 2009, must reapply at the new school 
for the second instalment.  
 

EMA application forms are available from the school office. 

Instalment  Portion  Primary school*  Secondary school*  
One Parent  $  77.35 $  155.05 
  School  $  77.35 $  155.05 

        

Two Parent  $  33.15 $  66.45 
  School  $  33.15 $  66.45 

        

  Total  $  221 $  443 



��������	�
����
�� � � � �	����� � � � � ��������

Fete News 

See Your Garden Blossom! 
The plant stall at this year’s school fete will also be selling fabulous  Winter and Spring bulbs 
from ‘Tesselaars’. 
Bulbs are a great option for vibrant colour in your garden during the drought as many varieties 
require only minimal watering once established. 
Bulbs will be available for sale on fete day, but you can avoid disappointment and the crowds 
by ordering your bulbs now with the convenience of simply collecting them when you visit the 
plant stall on fete day! 
A wide range is available :  tulips, daffodils, fressias, iris and many more! 
 Beautiful colours and varieties available. 

Miranda and Sally 
will be taking orders for bulbs on : 

Monday 23rd February – 3.00pm – 4.00pm 
and 

Tuesday 24th February – 8.30am – 9.30am 
 

Orders must be paid for at this time. 
Cash and credit card only. 

 
Our pre-order table will be located next to 
the community notice-board outside the 

east entrance to the main school building. 

PRE-LOVED CLOTHES.  
 

PLEASE CHECK IF YOU HAVE ANY 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHES AND SCHOOL 

WEAR FOR THE FETE AS WE CAN 
STILL TAKE MORE. 

WE WILL TAKE TOYS NOW BUT 
MUST BE IN GOOD WORKING 

ORDER. 
 

YOU CAN DROP THINGS OFF AT 
SCHOOL, OR BETTER STILL, BRING 

THEM AROUND TO MY PLACE. 
THANKS. 

 
TRUDIE - COORDINATOR. 

23 AIKMAN CRESCENT  
CHADSTONE. 

STATIONERY STALL  
 

DESPERATELY SEEKING DONATIONS! 
 

Thank you to those who have already donated to this year’s 
Stationery Stall.  We are asking again for donations of gift 
cards, sheets and rolls of wrapping paper and cellophane 
and gift bags.  We don’t need tissue paper as Alison 
Pennell has kindly offered us several reams of tissue paper.  
Thank you, Alison! 
 
Donations of the following items from the various year 
levels would be greatly appreciated: 
Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 -  Gift Cards 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 - Wrapping paper / Cellophane 
Grades 5/6 -  Gift Bags 
 
Please leave your donation in the labelled box (Stationery 
Stall) near the office.  Thank you again for supporting the 

Murrumbeena School Fete Stationery Stall. 
 

Andrea Ozga and Meny Dimatos. 
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February 2009 
 
Dear School Parents, 
 
We need your help please.  Many of us are digging deep at the moment.  I am asking your 
class to dig a little further, to support our Fete and ultimately our School. 
 
What for –  
The Spinning Wheel is one of our fete stalls.  The fete goer will buy a ticket, get to spin 
the wheel and if they are lucky, it will stop spinning on a number that wins them a 
hamper.   
 
Where we need your help –  
We need donations for these hampers please.  Outlined below is the theme for each Grade 
level.  If each person can donate something it will ensure we have a minimum of 2 
hampers per Grade level.  If you have multiple children at the school we only ask for one 
donation. 
  
Logistics & Timeline –  
Please place your hamper goodies into one of the marked Grade level boxes, near the 
office.  If all donations could be made by March 11, that would be fantastic.  If you have 
concerns about leaving your goodies in the boxes provided, please call me on: Julie 
Watkins (Grade 1B) ph. 0409 525 444. 
 
Prep parents:   Toys, Puzzles or Books for 0 – 5 years old 
Grade 1 parents:  Outdoor games & Sporting stuff 
Grade 2 parents:  Indulgence (eg. gourmet food, pamper) 
Grade 3 parents:  Art materials, Scrap-booking, Stationary 
Grade 4 parents:  Wine, Beer, Spirits, Coffee or Tea 
Grade 5 parents:  Toys, Puzzles or Books for 6+ years old  
Grade 6 parents:   Beauty, Hair or Kitchen 
 
On behalf of the Fete Committee, a big thank you for the time and effort you will put into 

this request.  
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Hi Everyone!! What a busy week it has been. I must apologise for the lunch delay on Friday and hope that this will not happen 
again. Kerry ran the kitchen like clockwork and I am doing my best to follow her lead!!! It is a steep learning curve! Thanks to the 
terrific volunteers and to the kids for your patience and understanding.   
See you at the window soon. 

Fiona 

                                                   
            Canteen Roster  
 

Canteen Roster Week 3 and 4, 2009 

 

Wednesday 18th February 

9.30 – 11.30 Jane Pentland      HELP WANTED PLEASE! 
11.30 – 1.30  K. Sargentson 

Thursday 19th February 

9.30 – 11.30 Clare Mullen;   Monica Greenwood; 

11.30 – 1.30 Helen Farch 

Friday 20th February 2009 

9.30 – 11.30 L Jenny Brosi;  Helen Spooner 

11.30 – 1.30 Janie Thompson;  Wendy Meers;  Justine Scotland 

Monday 23rd February 

9.30 – 11.30 Kerry Hill;   Caroline Penzes 

11.30 – 1.30 Kerry Hill 

Wednesday 25th February 

9.30 – 11.30 Monica Greenwood;  HELP WANTED PLEASE! 
11.30 – 1.30 Emily Condos 

Thursday 26th February 

9.30 – 11.30 Laurie Dzubinski: 

11.30 – 1.30 HELP WANTED PLEASE! 
Friday 27th February 

9.30 – 11.30 Cheryl Carter;    Clare Mullen 

11.30 – 1.30 Cheryl Carter;    Clare Mullen;   Liz Kovacs 

 
Weekly Specials: 

 
3 x Veggie Sticks - 10c 

Orange Slices - 10c 
Watermelon Slices - 20c 

NEWSFLASH !!!!!!!! 
Canteen will have a 

fantastic  
“Blizzard” All Fruit 

Slurpee Machine  
operating as from this 

Thursday. 
 Slurpees will cost $1.50 

per cup.   
Come and try it out! 
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Hi everyone!  We are still booked out in After School Care on Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons.  Bookings have been accepted for all families who have previously handed in 
enrolment forms requiring care on these days. Thanks.  Miranda Boulton. 

 Before School Care 
Breakfast & Activities 

After School Care Activities 

Wednesday 
 

18 February 

Breakfast: 
Cereal & Milo 

 
Activities: 

Balloon People 
Dodgeball 

Outside Play 
Art: Potato Printing 

Cooking: Corn Fritters 
Sport: Cricket 

Other: Outside Free Play 
Game: Duck Duck Goose 

Thursday 
 

19 February 

Breakfast: 
Cheese on Toast & Milk 

 
Activities: 

Board Games 
Music Games 

Outside Play 
Art: Split Pin Animals 

Cooking: Fruit Cups & Custard 
Sport: Pony Express 

Other: Scavenger Hunt 
Game: Fruit Salad Game 

Friday 
 

20 February 

Breakfast: 
Crumpets & Milo 

 
Activities: 

Skipping to Music 
Stencil Art 

Outside Play 
Art: People Tracing 

Cooking: Garlic/Herb Bread 
Sport: Dodgeball 

Indoor : Video Night 
Game: Free Time 

Monday 
 

23 February 

Breakfast: 
Toast & Milo 

 
Activities: 
Free Time 

Activity Packs 

Outside Play 
Art: Aboriginal Art 

Cooking: Mud Muffins 
Sport: Pateeka 

Other: 10 Pin Bowling 
Game: Poison Ball 

Tuesday 
 

24 February 

Breakfast: 
Fresh Fruit & Orange Juice 

 
Activities: 

Celebrity Head 
Knockout 

Outside Play 
Art: Foam Puppets 

Cooking: Savoury Tasties 
Sport: Bombardier 
Indoor: Computer 
Game: Octopus 

Advertisement 

Out  Of  School Hours Care 

School does not necessarily endorse advertising, which appears in or with the weekly newsletter. 

Community Notices 


